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cannot continue. Theology is already rapidly shifting
her ground ; and science, equally rapidly, is en-
larging her scope and at the same time modifying
her philosophic outlook. What the future may
bring forth it is impossible to say. Ifind it impossible
to say even what I personally would wish it to bring
forth. I shall, doubtless, be told that I am purely
destructive, and reminded of Edmund Burke’s
characteristic Tory sneer, “The writers against
religion, whilst they oppose every system, are
wisely careful never to set up any of their own.”

However, I am content to see one step forwatd,
provided I am sute it is in the right ditection: and I
am sure that the single step at present needed. is fot
those who combine respect for science and intel-
lectual truth with love of what is best in the spirit
of religion to leave the particulars on one side and
teturn to the basis of the general and fundamental.
Do not let us make the mistake of confusing religion
with the particular forms of Christianity with
which we are familiar, nor pay the system which
we are attacking the unwarranted compliment of
assuming it universal or permanent.

Let us get away from theology, and back to
religion. My personal fecling is strong that the next
step to take is to tty to see the problem of religion
and religious feeling stripped of all trappings,
theological, credal, or ccclesiastical. Only through
achieving such vision can we begin to understand
clearly the real function of religion in a modetn
state, and also its equally real limitations. That one
step is quite enough to occupy the intellectual and
spiritual energies of our generation. The further
steps will decide themselves, in their own due time.
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time is ripe. The moment does indeed seem to be
approaching when man can and should begin con-
structing a new common outlook, a new habitation
for his spirit, new from the foundations up, on the
basis of a scientific humanism. The eighteenth century
attempted it, but failed. Reason was not enough ;
more of brute fact and fact’s control was needed.
Not was it enough that Reason should shine in the
few ; education and social reconstruction wete also
necessary, and so the age of Reason gave way,
through wars and revolutions, to the age of Science
and Industry.

There must be a gteat many who are profoundly
dissatisfied with the present state of adairs, in which
the spiritual values of religion are in large part still
in the possession of the organised churches, while
these same churches have lost all claim to the in-
tellectual values. The head and the heart of civilisa-
tion are being torn in different directions. Men in
whom temperament ot accident makes the head the
more powetful stay wholly outside the churches,
but do not see why the tradition of religion, the
hallowed beauty of the buildings, and the solace of
religious service should be the vested interest of a
creed which is intellectually and socially outworn,
Those in whom heart has taken the ascendancy will,
in their spirit’s need, have become members of this
or that church, but many of them arte filled with
intellectual despair and long for a breath of the
spirit of truth, which in the hands of science is
transforming the wotld, to blow through their
stuffy retreats.

It is especially to those two gtoups that I address
this book. I am certain that the present impasse
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of rich human nature which is capable of a deep
and vital religious experience.

At the present moment, organised religion hap-
pens to be arrayed, on the whole, against organised
science. But the real conflicts are between bad,
limited, or distorted religion and pure and high
religion ; and between limited and grudging science
and science full and unafraid.

The writing of this book has been no easy task.
The chief purpose which I had in mind in doing so
was to try to convince my readers of the essentially
accidental and temporary natute of the present con-
flict between religion and science, and to bring them
back to fundamentals—to remind them that science
is fundamentally a method of interrogating and
investigating nature, and religion fundamentally an
attitude of mind. Science would still be science if
its materialistic or (in the narrower sense) mechan-
istic views were completely abandoned: religion
could still be religion without retaining one single
item of any Christian creed.

I am perfectly aware that I shall be attacked on
account of this book, and, what is mote, attacked
from both sides. It has already been my some-
what humorous fate, apropos of a previous article
of mine on a religious question, to be reprobated
with equal violence by the Charch Times and the
Freethinker, and, of course, for diametrically opposite
reasons.

I know I shall be attacked, but I hope that I shall
find support, not necessarily in detail, but as regards
general attitude : industrialism, education, science,
and communications, topped by the War, have
brought the forces of change to a head, and the
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THERE are many well-intentioned people to-day
who will tell you that the conflict between science
and religion is over. It is not so. What has been
rather loosely called the conflict between science and
religion is just reaching its acute phase. Up to the
present the fighting has been an affair of outposts ;
the incidents of Galileo and Darwin were but skir-
mishes. The real conflict is to come : it concerns the
very conception of Deity.

I say that the phrase  the conflict between religion
and science ” is a loose phrase. It is a loose phrase
because the conflict is not really between sctence
and religion at all, but between a certain kind
of religion and some particular conclusions of
science.

There are in reality several conflicts. One is
between a certain religious tradition on the one
hand, a tradition so encrusted with sanctity by long
association that it is mistaken for something essential
to teligion, and, on the other, a number of actual
facts discovered by scientific investigators. Another
conflict is that between the passion for getting at the
truth that characterises some great minds, includ-
ing the highest type of scientific mind, which is
indeed a religion of truth, and the tendency to asscrt
and believe what we desire which is found in so
many human beings and so many actual religious
beliefs. Still a third conflict is between the ovet-
cautious or the limited mind, scientific or other,
and a certain too matter-of-fact kind of science,
which persist in denying the truth or the valuc of
what they cannot see or understand, and that sidc
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